MORTIMER WEST END PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting

Date: Thursday 15" January 2026 Time: 7.30pm
Place: Mortimer West End Village Hall
Present: Clir Andrew Arthur

Cllr Kevin Cross
Clir Terina Dance
Clir David Lister
Clir Tom Watt
In attendance: Mrs C McGarvie — Clerk
Borough Councillor Tony Durrant
Borough Councillor Chris Tomblin
7 members of the public

1/26 Apologies
Borough ClIr Keith Oborn and County ClIr Rhydian Vaughan gave their apologies.

2/26 To receive declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda
None

3/26 Minutes of the Last Parish Council Meeting
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 27" November 2025 were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the
Chairman.

3.2 Matters arising from minutes not otherwise on agenda
Clerk has emailed the Churchwarden with information about a possible grant and to ask if they would like the Parish
Council to share information with residents. The Churchwarden is consulting the PCC and will get back to us.

4/26 Open Forum — To hear matters raised by members of the public

Parish Councillor David Kilshaw from Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council was in attendance and wanted to know if the
Parish Council had responded to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council about the West End Farm development
inclusion in the BDBC local plan

A resident of Mortimer who is the Chair of their Neighbourhood Development Plan group asked if the Parish Council
would be interested in developing a neighbourhood plan and to learn from their experience. She was advised to
contact the Clerk in the first instance. A member of the public pointed out the importance of a Neighbourhood plan
if the development of 350 houses goes ahead.

Item 9 of the agenda was brought forward to allow members of the public to hear the Parish Council’s decision.
5/26. Planning & Development

No new applications. See appendix A below.

6/26 Highways & Footpaths Matters

6.1 To provide an update on use of the Speed Indicator Device

The Speed Indicator Device is currently being used in Church Road.

The Clerk has asked the Police speedwatch team whether we are allowed to put up the SID in a 50mph zone. It is
thought that this wouldn’t be allowed due to safety concerns.

6.2 To discuss any new highways or footpath issues.
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6.2.1 The Clerk has received a quote from HCC Highways to refresh the centre line along Soke Road. The quote is for
£542.80 for roughly 1050m of refreshed lining. The Parish Council agreed to go ahead with the work. Clerk to
contact HCC Highways and ask them to go ahead.

Action: Clerk

6.2.2 The Clerk is waiting for a quote from HCC Highways to replace the sign at the end of Church Road. Clerk will
follow up and ask for help from County ClIr Rhydian Vaughan if necessary.
Action: Clerk

6.2.3 A member of the public has asked if a litter pick could be carried out along Welshman’s Road. It was agreed
that the road is too dangerous for members of the public to pick up the litter. Clerk to get a quote from the
Lengthsman for a litter pick along Welshman’s , Ramptons, Church Road and Soke Road. Clerk to respond to the
email from the member of the public

Action: Clerk

7/26 Parish Environment
7.1 To agree to pay for an updated tree survey at the Recreation Ground.

A quote of £220 was received for an updated tree survey as it hadn’t been updated for many years. The Parish
Council agreed to go ahead with the work. Clerk to arrange.

Action: Clerk
7.2 To provide an update on the broken gate at the corner of the Recreation Ground.

The gate at the corner of the Recreation Ground was damaged before Christmas and repaired by the Lengthsman
before Christmas at a cost of £486 plus VAT. This was considered a safety issue so was approved via email under
delegated power.

There is currently £964 left in the Lengthsman budget. It is not yet known if the scheme will continue in 26/27
financial year.

8/26 Reports

8.1 Borough Councillor Report

Borough Clir Chris Tomblin reminded the Parish Council that the regulation 18 Local Plan consultation ends on the
23 January.

Christmas trees can be recycled at 19 sites across the Borough until the end of the month.

Waste collections will return to the normal schedule from next week.

Food waste collection service is going well with 100s of tonnes of food waste being recycled.

It will be compulsory from March next year for councils to provide a food waste collection service. It was pointed out
that any plastic bag can be used to line the food caddies, residents don’t have to buy the compostable bags.

It is hoped that by 2028 more plastic will be able to be recycled. The black bin will probably only be picked up
fortnightly in the future.

Borough Clir Tony Durrant will provide an update on the NPPF planning changes when they know more.

8.2 Clerk’s report
A resident reported dog fouling at the Recreation Ground and asked if the Parish Council would consider putting up
“No Dog Fouling” signs.
After some discussion it was decided that the signs were unlikely to make any difference and would be unsightly.
Clerk to reply to the resident’s email.

Action: Clerk
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9/26 Consultations
BDBC local plan consultation. Regulation 18 consultation has started and ends on 23™ January.

The Parish Council agreed to object to the inclusion of the development site for 350 houses at West End Farm
(MWEOQO04) in Basingstoke and Deane’s local plan.

The Parish Council is concerned that the size of the site will have significant negative impacts on the road network,
cause increased pressure on existing infrastructure such as the GP surgery in Mortimer, Primary school in Mortimer
and parking around the railway station. The GP surgery is already oversubscribed and there are already parking
issues throughout Mortimer.

There is concern that 350 new homes would put increasing strain on the water and power infrastructure which is
already under strain.

The Parish currently has only around 150 homes so this development would more than double the size of the Parish.
The planned homes would not be near the existing centre so would create a settlement away from the rest of the
village and is not in keeping with the current character of the Parish.

The issues of funding across the County border are also a major concern with the majority of the infrastructure
requirements being provide by West Berkshire Council and the developers contributions being paid to Basingstoke
and Deane Borough Council.

It was agreed that Cllr Arthur and Cllr Watt would draft the response to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to
include the points above. It will then be emailed for review by all councillors to ensure all views are represented.
The Parish Council’s response will be submitted by the Clerk and copied to the Borough Councillors.

Action: AA/TW/Clerk

10/26. Finance

10.1 To approve payments, bank reconciliation and receipts.
See appendix B below
The payment list was approved. Cllr Watt and ClIr Arthur to approve payments online.

10.2 To review draft budget for 2026/2027 prepared by the Clerk and to agree the precept that will be requested.
Updated Draft budget for 2026/2027 was reviewed and approved by the Parish Council.

It was agreed to set a precept £17,667 for the 2026/2027 financial year. The precept request form was signed and
will be sent to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council by the Clerk.

Action: Clerk
11/26 To agree dates of next meetings

Dates for forthcoming meetings were agreed as follows 26th March, 21st May (a week earlier than normal due to
half term), 30th July, 24th September, 26th November

Chairman’s initials



Appendix A
January 2026

Planning Applications for Consideration

\1| None

Planning Application Decisions made

1 | 25/02470/HSE - Paices Church Road -Single storey side extension with link
to detached garage, changes to fenestration and white render covering

Approved

Planning Applications Awaiting Decisions

1 None
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Appendix B

statement 31st
December 2025
£25,983.23
Payments since last
meeting date :
. TOTAL
Cheque No Payee Details COST
SO Mrs C McGarvie November salary 311.20
EP Mrs C McGarvie Poppy Wreath 24.49
EP Mrs C McGarvie defib pads (£11.20 VAT) 72.19
Picnic bench (VAT
EP Glasdon £132.10) 792.61
Picnic bench
EP RC Saunders installation(£49 vat) 294.00
EP Mwe village hall Hall hire October 30.00
Microsoft office not-for-
EP Mrs C McGarvie profit 28.40
EP Lloyds Bank plc bank service charge 4.25
SO Mrs C McGarvie December salary 311.20
TOTAL £1,868.34
. TOTAL
EP/SO/Cheq Payee Details COST
SO Mrs C McGarvie January Salary 311.20
website hosting (VAT
EP VisionICT £33.29) 199.76
EP MWE Village Hall Nov25 meeting hall hire 30.00
Rowberry Morris
EP Solictors Land registry work 500.00
TOTAL £1,040.96
Receipts since last
meeting date :
. . TOTAL
Receipt Date Payer Details AMOUNT
Grant from BDBC for
24/11/2025 BDBC picnic bench 905.51
| ToTAL | | £905.51
Payments not yet
presented
. TOTAL
Cheque No Payee Details COST
TOTAL £0.00
Receipts after
statement date :
. . TOTAL
Receipt Date Payer Details AMOUNT
5
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TOTAL £0.00 |
Treasurers account balance after new payments and receipts £24,942.27 |
Savings Account balance as at 31st
December 2025 ) 17097.11
TOTAL FUNDS £42,039.38
Appendix C
Bank Reconciliation 07/01/2026
Authority name Mortimer West End Parish Council
Prepared by Christine McGarvie Clerk and RFO
Date 31st December 2025
Chair of
Approved by Andrew Arthur council
Date 31st December 2025
Balance per bank statements as at 31st December 2025 £ £
Treasurers Account 25983.23
Savings Account 17097.11
43080.34
Less any un-presented cheques/payments at 31st December 2025
Add any uncleared cheques/cash/payments 0
0
Net bank balance 31st December 2025 £43,080.34
CASH BOOK
Opening balance cashbook 1st April 2025 15,102.06
Add: Receipts in the year 19,196.36
Less:Payments in the year 8,315.19
Closing balance as per cash book as at 31st December 2025 £25,983.23
Opening balance savings account 1st April 2025 17,004.55
Add: Receipts in the year £92.56
Less:Payments in the year 0
Closing balance as per cash book as at 31st December 2025 £17,097.11
Overall closing balance £43,080.34
difference £0.00
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